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(20) Post | LinkedIn

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/mscactions_marieskagkodowskacurieactions-msca-horizoneu-activity-7322640209282580500-D4Ts/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAACrMCdoBepEelQs2363F8XlV3zdJaXWS6is
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Postdoctoral Fellowships call: 6 steps to prepare your application - Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions

1/30/2025 Stojan Sorčan, MVZI, NCP MSCA 

https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/postdoctoral-fellowships/6-steps-to-prepare-your-application
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Useful documents

Official documents:

• Guide for Applicants 2025

• MSCA Work programme 2023-2025

• Funding & Tender Opportunities Portal – Online manual

• MSCA Guidelines on supervision

• MSCA Green Charter

Unofficial documents:

• MSCA-NET Handbook 

• + materials from trainings by your NCP or the project office of your host organisation








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MSCA | Horizon Europe NCP Portal

https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/msca
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AGENDA
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• Horizon Europe - Excellence Science Pillar

• All about Postdoctoral Fellowships

• Budgetary aspects

• Project proposal structures

• Evaluation process and criteria (the most critical ones)
➢ Excellence

➢ Impact

➢ Implementation



The MSCA under Horizon Europe

Widening Participation and Strengthening the European Research Area

Reforming and Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation and spreading excellence

Pillar 1
Excellent Science

European Research Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie 

Actions

Research Infrastructures

Pillar 3
Innovative Europe

European Innovation Council

European innovation 

ecosystems

European Institute of Innovation 

and Technology

Pillar 2
Global Challenges and 

European Industrial 

Competitiveness

• Health

• Culture, Creativity and 

Inclusive Society 

• Civil Security for Society

• Digital, Industry and Space

• Climate, Energy and Mobility

• Food, Bioeconomy, Natural 

Resources, Agriculture and 

Environment

Joint Research Centre

C
lu

s
te

rs

Excellent Science (Pillar 1): reinforcing and 

extending the excellence of the EU’s science base
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MSCA: a world reference for research and training

Impact on 

R&I

Impact on 
Researchers / 
Research staff

Impact on 
organisations

Excellence

Bottom-up 
research

Training 

Transferable Skills

Career 
development

Strong 
International 
dimension

Inter-sectoral

interdisciplinary

Attractive and inclusive opportunities for researchers/research staff of any nationality

at every stage of their careers
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Source: Sandra Vidović, MSCA-NET TRAINING CHARTER AND CODE IN MSCA PROJECTS AND IN MODEL GRANT AGREEMENT ZAGREB, 21/03/24
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wp-2-msca-

actions_horizon-2023-

2024_en.pdf



https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
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Postdoctoral

Fellowship

CALL

SCOPE 

OBJECTIVESEvaluation

CONDITIONS

2025: 8. 5.– 10.9.; 

404,3 mio EUR 

Enhance the creative and 

innovative potential of 

researchers holding a 

PhD

Impact on the

researarcher & RO

Global PF 

in TC (do 3 

years)  

European PF 

(2 years)

Knowledge & skills

New mind-sets: 3I

Secondment:      

Placement

Networking

Reintegration

from a third

country in  EU

Mobility rule
Any nationality

FUNDING 

Researchers
(5.990/ccc + 710 

+ 660  ) 

Organisation
(1.000 + 650)

Excellence

Impact

Implementation

Eu Charter for

researchers

EU/global 

competitiveness

Academic or

non-academic

organisation

Host 

organisation: 

EU member

or AC 

Employment

& 

supervision

Reintegration from

the third country to the

EU 

Postodoctoral

researcher

Max 8 years

FTE experience

in research Researcher
Research

ogranisation

19. 05. 2025
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Rules in a nutshell

• Project by an individual researcher

•   max. 8 years of research 

experience from date of award of 

the (first) doctoral degree

•  Mobility rule: The researcher 

cannot have resided or carried out 

his/her main activity (work, studies,

etc.) in the country of the 

beneficiary for more than 12months 

in the last three years prior to the

call deadline

• located in EU member state 
or Horizon Europe associated
country

• Public or private research 
organisation, university, research 
centre, international European 
interest organisation, international 
organisation, industry, SMEs  
(any sector)

researcher                           +                     

host organisation
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Rules in a nutshell

• Project realized at a host 

institution located in EU MS or AC

• Researcher of any nationality

• Duration: 12-24 months

• Large part of the project 
realized at a non-European 
institution 

• Researcher needs to be a 
national or long-term resident
of a EU MS or AC

• Duration: 24-36 months

✓ 12-24 months out of 
Europe 

✓ + 12 months mandatory
reintegration phase in a 
EU MS or AC

European fellowship Global fellowship:
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Compile your fellowship: facultative elements

Secondment 
Non-Academic 

Placement

Maximum Duration

European Postdoctoral Fellowships: Up to 1/3 of the normal 

project duration.

Global Postdoctoral Fellowships: Optional secondments are 

permitted for up to 1/3 of the outgoing phase. 

Up to 6 months duration.

Timing

European Postdoctoral Fellowships: At any time during the 

standard project duration. 

Global Postdoctoral Fellowships: Optional secondments cannot 

take place during the mandatory 12 month return period to the 

host organisation in a MS or AC. They may take place at the 

start of the outgoing phase (up to three months, to be included 

within the 1/3 maximum duration).

Note that all optional secondments can be divided into several 

shorter periods.

Additional period after the 

standard duration of the 

fellowship.

Mobility Any country worldwide MS or AC

Sector Any sector Non-academic sector only
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BUDGETARY 
ASPECTS
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Budget

In form of predefined unit costs:

* A country correction coefficient applies to the living allowance in order to ensure equal treatment and purchasing 
power parity for all researchers. 
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≥ 85 %

2819. 05. 2025 Seal of Excellence - European Commission

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/seal-excellence_en
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Slo success rate:  11,4 %
Call success rate: 16,6 %

N = 76 proposals

Seal of Excellence = 24

ERA Fellowships = 5 

Main list = 9 



[Title]

19. 05. 2025 30

Panel Total score Excellence Impact Implementation 
ENG 100 5 5 5
ENG 99,2 5 5 4,8
CHE 97 4,7 5 5
ENV 97 4,7 5 5
PHY 96,6 4,8 4,9 4,8
SOC 95,8 4,7 4,8 5
CHE 95,4 4,7 5 4,6
ENV 95,2 5 4,6 4,4
SOC 95 4,8 4,7 4,7

Slovenian proposals on the main list by scores – MSCA PF 24 
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PROPOSAL
STRUCTURE
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Proposal structure

Part A – administrative forms

are filled on-line Funding&Tenders

Part B1 – the proposal (max 10 pages PDF uploaded) 

#Excellence

#Impact

#Implementation, incl. Gantt Chart

Part B2 – no page limit, PDF uploaded

#CV of the Researcher

#Capacities of the Participating Organisations

#Letter of Commitment of Partner Organisations → GF

#Ethical aspects
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You need to demonstrate that your idea is ambitious and goes beyond the state of 

the art

You should show how your project could contribute to the outcomes and impacts 

described in the work programme (the pathway to impact)

You should describe the planned measures to maximise the impact of your project (‘plan 

for the dissemination and exploitation including communication activities’)

You should demonstrate the quality of your work plan, resources and participants

Key principles

Your proposed work must be within the scope of a work programme topic

Your scientific methodology must take into account interdisciplinary, gender dimension 

and open science practices. It must not significantly harm the environment

38
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EVALUATION
PROCESS
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MSCA_PF2024_handbook-1.pdf

https://msca-net.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/MSCA_PF2024_handbook-1.pdf
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Cut off scores for funding MSCA PF 24
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Practical tips

• Start writing early enough - you will rewrite your proposal over and over 

• several months before the deadline

• Ensure cooperation with the supervisor/host institution

• you will need a lot of information 

• Make a checklist with all evaluation criteria

• respond all of them dilligently

• Use the call-specific Standard application form - available in the Submission System

• Let others (non-experts as well) read your proposal

• they must at least get a clue what your proposal is all about 

• test your proposal with different audiences – colleagues, collaborators, your future supervisor
and perhaps some of his colleagues, project office at your host institute

• See if you can get a proofreading help from MSCA NCP





STATE OF THE 
ART 

IDEA

SUPPORT

SUPERVISOR

TIME 

Success in the
MSCA call for

proposals

HOST NCP

50
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MSCA-NET has received funding from the European Union’s Research and 

Innovation Program Horizon Europe under the grant agreement No 101054477

stojan.sorcan@gov.si

Najnovejše MSCA informacije: 

https://ncpmscaslovenija.blogspot.com/

Home - Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions

MSCA | Horizon Europe NCP Portal

mailto:stojan.sorcan@gov.si
https://ncpmscaslovenija.blogspot.com/
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/msca
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